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OPI COVID Page: opi.mt.gov/Safety-Student-Support 
 

 
 
 

 
COVID-19 Testing News: We thank the Assessment Bulletin readers for the planning, preparation, training, and overall 
effort to support state assessment at the local level and to meet statutory and regulatory requirements. The OPI has 
secured the accountability and reporting waivers offered by the Department which grants school districts relief from the 
“Academic Achievement Indicator” participation rate calculation on the 95 percent requirement. School districts must plan 
on providing students the opportunity to assess when it is safe to do so under ESEA Section 1111(b)(2)(B).   
 
To help school districts with testing plans and resources for next school year, this issue also contains the “2021-2022 OPI  
Published Test Windows” (see Page 5). To support instructional and learning acceleration plans for next school year, the 
OPI will make Smarter Balanced interims available starting August 23, 2021. The OPI Recommendations (script 
embedded) was presented to the Board of Public Education at the September 2020 meeting on interim recommendations. 
This guidance reinforces the Restart & Recovery: Assessment Considerations for Fall 2020 from the Council of Chief 
State School Officers (CCSSO). Note: No single assessment can fulfill multiple and diverse purposes well so a coherent, 
system of assessments (balanced) is important. The data districts get and can glean from these state assessments this 
school year may help us see the opportunity differences across students, student groups, schools, and begin to see the 
overall impacts of the pandemic.  
  

Special Issue  

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Strategic%20Waivers/03262021_USED%20ACCT%20Template%20Waiver%20Response.pdf?ver=2021-03-29-124645-347
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q6ta4KX7znJk9dCyAwp9nubl0EimYgmB/view?usp=sharing
https://ccsso.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/CCSSO_RR_Assessment-Fall-v1(updated).pdf
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This section is tailored to System Test Coordinators (STC) with a lens for providing the current news, testing alerts, and 
changes planned for each of these program areas. Use these hyperlinks to navigate to each section of the Bulletin: 
• OPI News 
• MontCAS News   
• Smarter News  
 

• ACT News  
• MSAA News  
• MSA News  
 

• AMSA News 
• ACCESS for ELLs / WIDA 

Screener 
• NAEP and International  

 
OPI News 
 

 
 
Parent Score Report Letters: 
Smarter Balanced Score Report 
Letter Template 

While the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has waived the 2020-2021 
accountability requirements, the OPI is supporting school districts to advance 
student academic achievement through the use of data gathered from 
statewide summative assessments, opportunity to learn surveys, and/or local 
interim assessments to the greatest extent practicable. 
 
To provide flexibility to schools and students across Montana, the OPI has 
extended all testing windows this spring to the greatest extent practicable using 
a balance with reporting information to families and educators. The OPI will 
continue to support state assessments for any school district that can safely 
administer them within their instructional/intervention/acceleration learning 
plans. As such, the OPI has a Statewide Testing Parent Corner Page that was 
created to provide information for families about ways to get involved in the 
education and assessment of their child. The page was organized to answer 
the following questions for families by each state assessment: What does the 
test measure? Is this test required? What test questions will my child see? How 
is my child doing? When will I get their results?  
 
Montana school districts are required to notify parents/guardians of individual 
student reports in a timely manner (ESSA 1111(b)(2)(B)(x) and 1112(g)(1) and 
ARM 10.56.102(6)). To understand and address the specific academic needs 
of students, it is required under state and federal law to provide individual 
student interpretive, descriptive, and diagnostic reports regarding achievement. 
This allows families, teachers, and other school leaders to address these 
individual student needs. The OPI is committed to providing technical 
assistance to schools to support transparency and reporting needs for 
students, families, and educators. The OPI is also committed to providing 
professional learning to convey the importance of providing information to 
these various stakeholder groups. 
 

Table of Contents  

Assessment News 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iTRTsQtvd0EPMj3arsqxzWypwqVHT0upp_Y_AaE7aXA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iTRTsQtvd0EPMj3arsqxzWypwqVHT0upp_Y_AaE7aXA/edit?usp=sharing
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Parent-Corner
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg2.html#sec1111
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg2.html#sec1112
http://mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=10%2E56%2E102
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Parent 
Outreach 
 

Federal Requirement: provide timely individual student reports to 
parents, teachers, and principals and include the results on local 
report cards (ESSA Section 1111). 
 
State Requirement: statewide assessment public results must 
include a clear statement of the purpose, subject areas assessed, 
description of proficiency levels, and the percentage of students who 
participated in the assessments (ARM 10.56.105(2) and §20-7-104, 
MCA). 

 
For more information, contact the Assessment Unit at 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov or 844-867-2569. The Assessment Unit will 
host a 1-hour webinar from 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM on April 14th to provide 
additional information on this topic and answer questions. 
 

MontCAS News 
 

 
 

This section pertains to any updates or news under the umbrella of the 
MontCAS program not specific to any one state assessment. 

Portal Link: MontCAS Application 
 

Clarifying the 95 Percent Waiver 
This section is intended to clarify what the 95 percent waiver means. The 
graphic illustration below is a rough depiction of Montana's federal statewide 
accountability system as defined in Montana’s ESSA State Plan (see Table 
F) which is used for the annual meaningful differentiation to rank and identify 
schools for support and services. As shown in Figure 1, there are five 
indicators across the system. The first indicator is the “Academic 
Achievement Indicator” which looks at proficiency on the state assessments 
as calculated by student participation in the assessments.  
 

It is on this first indicator that the U.S. Department of Education approved the participation waiver. However, with this 
calculation waiver, schools must continue to provide the assessment opportunity to all students when it is safe to do so 
which falls under a separate section of ESEA-ESSA as displayed in Figure 2. The asterisk (*) in Figure 2 indicates the 
ESEA-ESSA section that has had a full or partial waiver granted from the Department’s March 26 invited accountability 
and reporting waiver template. 
 

Another way to think about this 95 percent participation waiver is its connection to the “Medical Exemption for COVID 
Reason” policy as defined within the “MontCAS Policies and Procedures for Participation in State Assessments”. When 
it's unsafe to have a student participate in assessment or the conditions due to the learning environment (e.g., remote 
learner) do not provide the safe conditions for the student to participate in the state assessments, it is likely this would be 
an appropriate example of the 95 percent participation waiver. For other situations, under the ESEA-ESSA Section 
1111(b)(2)(B) provision the Department expects schools to make all reasonable efforts to provide the opportunity to 
assess on the general and alternate math, reading/language arts, and science state assessments. 
 

Figure 1. Montana’s Single Federal Accountability System. 
 

Figure 2. Visualization of the ESEA-ESSA Sections 

 

 

https://legcounsel.house.gov/Comps/Elementary%20And%20Secondary%20Education%20Act%20Of%201965.pdf
http://mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=10%2E56%2E105
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0010/section_0040/0200-0070-0010-0040.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0070/part_0010/section_0040/0200-0070-0010-0040.html
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUqduysrDIvGNZh4McqhVr8n1VDLr98ZayX
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2f
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/ESSA/ESSAPlan.pdf?ver=2020-07-21-174024-567
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/ESSA/ESSAPlan.pdf?ver=2020-07-21-174024-567
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Strategic%20Waivers/03262021_USED%20ACCT%20Template%20Waiver%20Response.pdf?ver=2021-03-29-124645-347
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
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On February 19, the OPI released its “Medical Exemption for COVID Reason” policy. The “MontCAS Policies and 
Procedures for Participation in State Assessments” explains the participation policies and procedures to register and 
include students in each of the state assessments. Pages 11–14 describe the guidance for reporting medical exemptions 
to the OPI using the MontCAS Application. School districts should report any instances of non-participation due to a 
COVID reason by June 14th as published in the MontCAS Test Security Collection Schedule 2020-21.  
 
Table 4. Relevant Parts of a Medical Reason or COVID Explanation 

Relevant Parts Suggested Information to Clarify Reasons to the OPI 
 

Part 1)  Medical Exemption = Clear in the explanation that the reason relates to documented illness or injuries 
and/or treatment or prevention. 

Part 2)  Consultation = It is evident that reason was determined through consultation with the student, 
family, medical provider (where appropriate), and the school district. 

Part 3)  Reason = Clear in the explanation that the fact or situation explains why the non-participation 
reason is justifiable/happened. 

Part 4)  COVID = Clear in the explanation that it relates to the virus or pandemic in some way. 

 
MontCAS Test Security Collection Schedule Deadlines Extended 
Due to the extension of the summative testing windows for Spring 2021, deadlines for many of the MontCAS collections 
have also been extended. The MontCAS Test Security Collection Schedule has been updated to include the following 
extensions. 
 

Collection  End Date 
STC Requests for Non-Routine 
Accommodation Process 

May 14, 2021 (extended from May 1) 

STC Report Non-Participation June 14, 2021 (extended from June 1) 
STC Report Testing Incident June 14, 2021 (extended from June 1) 
STC Completes 2021 Assessment 
Debrief Survey 

June 27, 2021 (extended from June 15) 

 
OPI Extended Test Windows 

In the February 22 memo from the Department, states were advised to extend testing windows to the greatest extent 
practicable. The OPI has extended testing windows to the greatest extent practicable using a balance with reporting 
information to families and educators. Test window extensions have reporting implications, contract implications, and 
implications for the Administrative Rules for Montana 10.56.102.  
 
 

 

Week Week of Dates Days 
1 Mar. 8 5 
2 Mar. 15 5 
3 Mar. 22 5 
4 Mar. 29 5 
5 Apr. 5 5 
6 Apr. 12 5 
7 Apr. 19 5 
8 Apr. 26 5 
9 May 3 5 
10 May 10 5 
11 May 17 5 
12 May 24 5 
Total Test Days 60  

 

59

14

Remaining Test Days as of May 11
Total Testing Days Days Remaining

Medical Exemptions for COVID Reasons 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS_Test_Security_Collection_Schedule.pdf?ver=2020-11-10-120409-280
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS_Test_Security_Collection_Schedule.pdf?ver=2020-11-10-120409-280
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCAS_Test_Security_Collection_Schedule.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/stateletters/dcl-assessments-and-acct-022221.pdf
http://mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=10%2E56%2E102
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Tentative 2021-2022 Test Windows 
Given the uncertainty of test planning and preparation needs for next school year, the OPI has selected intentionally 
broad test windows to provide school districts with maximum flexibility and options to administer statewide summative 
assessments. Below are the tentative dates for each state summative assessment and the expected lengths of these test 
windows. Note: these test windows are subject to change based on approval of testing consortium and the evolving 
needs of the field during the pandemic.  

 
 
2020-2021 STC MontCAS Debrief Form 
STCs can complete the 2020-2021 STC MontCAS Debrief Form between now and June 27th in order to receive 
recognition for the professional learning required to administer the state tests. The purpose of this form is to provide 
renewal units for STCs and to collect feedback to help improve the MontCAS program and future test administrations by 
learning what went well, what could have gone better, and how the OPI can provide resources to support school system 
needs moving forward.  
 
Q: HOW DO I GET MY OPI RENEWAL UNITS?  
A: STCs receive a certificate of renewal units upon the completion of the 2020-2021 STC MontCAS Debrief Form. 
 
TAC News 
Technical Advisory Committee 
The Montana Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) serves as a consulting group to the OPI to ensure the validity and 
reliability of the test scores and fairness in testing all students. The members are knowledgeable in educational 
measurement with rich experiences on psychometric and testing issues in the design, development, and implementation 
of large-scale assessments. Members of the TAC are highly regarded national, state, and local experts who have been 
widely published in their respective fields and have a good combination of various expertise to contribute to the OPI. TAC 
biographies are published on the OPI’s Statewide Testing Page.  
 
The next TAC meeting is scheduled for Spring: May 25–26, 2021. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevTSP-aVdUAhqYwM94Abn04toYgLA_ErPGanMmvWu4sTWKtA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevTSP-aVdUAhqYwM94Abn04toYgLA_ErPGanMmvWu4sTWKtA/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Assessment-Team/Technical-Advisory-Committee
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Montana’s Theory of Action  
Balanced Assessment Systems 
Per ARM 10.56.101, “A balanced assessment system including formative, interim, and summative assessments aligned to 
state content standards, will provide an integrated approach to meeting both classroom learning needs and school and 
state level information needs…” 
 

Dates 
in 20-21 

ICAs IABs/ 
FIABs 

Science 

Oct. 8 2,565 44 37 

Nov. 2 2,828 657 88 

Dec. 1 4,595 1,658 675 

Jan. 4 5,329 3,538 1,405 

Feb. 1 8,182 6,373 1,943 

Mar. 1 9,854 12,664 2,889 

Apr. 1 10,912 25,380 8,067 

May 3 13,270 42,925 14,047 
 

The Table to the left is the “Montana Interim Use Report” as of May 3, 2021 
and the Balanced Assessment Roadmap has resources to support 
implementation of the Smarter Balanced suite of resources.  
• What is a System? A thoughtful, coordinated, and comprehensive 

process for assuring that the curriculum, the instructional program, 
and the assessment process are in fact part of a cohesive vision. 

• What is Coherence? All components of the curriculum, instruction, 
and the assessment process are aligned and form a coherent set of 
expectations for learning. 

• What is Balance? Appropriate weighting and distribution of learning. 
Balanced assessments are used for (1) different purposes, (2) at 
different times, and (3) to fulfill different data needs.  

 
A balanced assessment system is needed because state assessment systems that focus on once-a-year summative do 
not provide sufficient information to improve student learning and school capacity. Balance occurs when we don't rely on 
one measure to tell the entire story of a student's growth as a learner. The idea is not to have an equal amount of each 
type of assessment, but rather, as many different data points from assessments to guide teaching that will, in turn, 
improve student outcomes. If you intend to follow this system of assessment guidance, please join our MontCAS 
Monthly Focused Webinars next school year. 
 

2021-2022 School Year: Resources to Support Balanced Assessment Systems 
Districts may administer the Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA) to determine the best course of instruction or 

educational approach to serve individual students. 
Planning Through Course Embedded 

Use the ICA score reports to 
determine target IAB and FIABs for 
students.  

Use the IAB and FIABs throughout 
the remainder of the year. 
 

Connect to teacher-created lesson 
plans on the assessable targets 
[Tools for Teachers].   

 
Before putting an implementation plan into motion, please review these 5 important reminders: 
1. Create a Plan: Ensure there is plan and intention for how the assessments will serve learning over the course of the 

school year. 
2. Ensure a Through Course Model: Consider having a through course approach which could include using IABs and 

FIABs that connect to Tools or Teachers. (Tools for Teachers provides educators with strategies to support 
individual needs.) 

3. Embedded in Practice: Don’t treat the measures as “things” but instead as an instructional process for the purpose 
to serve learning goals. When embedded in the learning plan the formative tools and interim blocks should not feel 
like tests they should feel like learning (e.g., lesson plans/strategies). The ICAs and Summative have a different 
purpose, frequency, and grain-size and can be used to inform the curriculum over the course of the school year. 

4. Accessibility and Equity are MUSTs: Support each child with accessibility tools per the student’s educational plan. 
5. Provide Time to Practice: Ensure each child has time to practice and/or experience the testing tools before granting 

students the opportunity to experience the ICAs and Summative. 

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=10.56.101
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Smarter%20Balanced%20Page/MTBalAsmtRdmp_FINAL.pdf?ver=2020-11-13-135217-697
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Webinars%20Training%20Page/2021-2022/FY2022%20Monthly%20Focused%20Webinar%20Plan.pdf?ver=2021-05-10-131459-927
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Webinars%20Training%20Page/2021-2022/FY2022%20Monthly%20Focused%20Webinar%20Plan.pdf?ver=2021-05-10-131459-927
https://smartertoolsforteachers.org/
https://smartertoolsforteachers.org/
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/formative-assessment-process.pdf
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Smarter Balanced News 
Math and ELA 

  
 
 
 
 

This assessment opportunity is available to all students in Grades 3–8 (unless 
the child is eligible for the alternate) using the OPI’s published guidance for 

test administration and test security. 
Portal Link: Montana Testing Portal 

 
Testing Window Closes on Friday, May 28 
With the 2-week extension this spring, the ELA and math (i.e., Smarter 
Balanced) state assessment window will close on Friday, May 28, 2021. 
 
Montana Adjusted Blueprint 
The ELA and math (i.e., Smarter Balanced) assessment blueprint has been 
adjusted to shorten the length of the average assessment time. The ELA PT 
has been removed in lieu of more brief writes within the ELA CAT; see the 
ASSIST Conference recording, slide-deck, and documentation for the 
details. 

 Reporting System 
The Online Reporting System (ORS) was retired on March 8, 2021 and 
replaced by the Reporting System, which houses both interim and summative 
scores in one central location. To help with this transition, the Reporting 
System tile has been on the Montana Testing Portal since August 2020 for 
users to access. All historical data within the ORS has now been transferred 
over and can be reviewed at any time. Watch the tutorial [11 minutes] for an 
overview of the features within the Reporting System.  
 
Student Score Reports 
Any individual student who submits his/her summative assessment will 
receive a score report within 10 business days in the Reporting System, 
which houses both interim and summative scores in one central location. 
Districts are responsible for downloading, printing, and sending home 
Individual Score Reports (ISR’s) from the Reporting System [directions are 
available in the tutorial video] alongside a parent/family letter. 
 
Spring 2021 Testing Progress 
As of May 7, 2021, 72% of Smarter Balanced assessments across Montana 
have been started. 

 
 

For more information or resources on this program, contact Duane Schlabach at 406-444-0748 or 
Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov 

 
 

SBAC
Smarter 
Balanced
Assessment
Consortium

https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/assist-conference-2021/ASSIST2021_keynote_strands/strand-1/day-2-strand-1-session-4?authuser=0
https://sso2.cambiumast.com/auth/realms/montana/login-actions/authenticate?client_id=SP_AST_MONTANA_AWR_PROD&tab_id=FgeNtVgg4Iw
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/users/smarter-balanced/
https://files.portal.cambiumast.com/Media/Reporting-System-13-Enhancements-Walkthrough/RS_EnhancementsOnly_v3.4_player.html
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/users/smarter-balanced/
https://files.portal.cambiumast.com/Media/Reporting-System-13-Enhancements-Walkthrough/RS_EnhancementsOnly_v3.4_player.html
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Parent-Corner
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
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Smarter Balanced May 2021 Tasks 
Due This Month 

Due Date Complete 

 Prior to Testing 

Review the Montana Pre-Testing Checklist prior to administering math/ELA state 
assessments, which includes: 

• Downloading 2020-2021 Secure Browser 
• Checking All Student Machines 
• Verifying Proctor Certification & Signing Virtual Test Security Agreement (TSA) 
• Verifying Student Settings in TIDE 
• Downloading and Reviewing Test Administration Manual (TAM) 

 Friday, May 28 The ELA and Math (Smarter Balanced) state assessment window closes. 

 Friday, May 28 The ELA and Math interim assessments will close for the FY2021 academic year. 

Depending on the number of schools and students, we estimate this will take 60–100 minutes to complete this month. 
 
Smarter Balanced Timely Tasks 

Task Responsibility 

 Maintain Student Records 

Student demographic data is pulled from AIM and uploaded into TIDE on a nightly basis 
throughout the testing window. If data is inaccurate in TIDE, change such in the local 
student data input system [e.g., Infinite Campus, PowerSchool] at the district level. The 
most common reason for a student not showing up in TIDE as having an IEP is because 
the IEP has been unlocked at the local level. Check to make sure the IEP is locked.  

 
Turn on Student Test 
Settings Prior to Testing 

Universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations are NOT transferred from AIM 
into TIDE. Per student privacy policies, a student is entered into TIDE as either having/not 
having an IEP. If a student has an IEP marked in TIDE this enables the accommodations 
to be turned on. If the local district does not turn on individual student supports or 
accommodations, the student will not have such available to them during testing.  

 
Report Test Incidents and 
Medical Exemption Non-
Participation Reasons 

Report any test incidents or instances of non-participation in the MontCAS Application.  
Any instances where it was unsafe for the child to participate in the assessment due to 
COVID reasons should be reported to the OPI using the “Medical Exemption for COVID 
Reason” policy as defined within the MontCAS Policies and Procedures for Participation in 
State Assessments.  

Depending on the number of schools and students, we estimate this will take 60–100 minutes to complete this month. 
 
Resources and Supports 

Resource Support with… 

 Montana Testing Portal The portal in which TIDE users and student test settings can be added. This portal also 
includes the summative and interim administration and scores.  

 TIDE Upload Schedule 
This calendar shows the dates when student data files are uploaded to the TIDE portal. All 
uploads are conducted in the afternoon and processed that night; the updates in TIDE will 
be effective the morning after each upload. 

 Data Literacy Hub Course 
This course provides insight into data literacy and data analysis strategies for teachers and 
administrators in Montana. Leave this course with skills and protocols to use data in ways 
that can be immediately implemented in the classroom. 

 Montana Accessibility 
Resource Site 

This site is designed to explain the accessibility tools around statewide assessments. The 
purpose of accessibility supports is to eliminate the effects of student barriers that prevent 
them from demonstrating what they know and can do. All students can work toward grade 
level academic content standards via differentiation and appropriately selected supports 
and accommodations. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
 E-mail  Phone  Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Assessment Testing Pages 
Assessment Help Desk 

 E-mail  Phone  Website 
mthelpdesk@cambiumassessment.com 877-365-7915 Montana Testing Portal 

 

  

https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/Pre-Testing_Checklist.pdf
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/users/smarter-balanced/
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Smarter%20Balanced%20Page/TIDEUploadCal.pdf?ver=2020-09-24-115721-237
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/course/view.php?id=531
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/accessibility/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/accessibility/home?authuser=0
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
mailto:mthelpdesk@cambiumassessment.com
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
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ACT with Writing News 
ELA, Mathematics, and Science 

 

This assessment opportunity is available to all students in Grade 11 (unless the child 
is eligible for the alternate) using the OPI’s published guidance for test administration 

and test security. 
Portal Link: PearsonAccess Next (PANext) 

 

ACT with Writing Score Reports  
The ACT with Writing score reports are mailed 5 to 8 weeks following the receipt of 
the student answer document at ACT. In addition to the printed reports received, 
schools can access individual student score reports on the Success.ACT.org site 
via the “ACT Test Scores and Reports” tile. 
 
Students who created MyACT accounts will be able to access their individual score 
report via the MyACT account. A printed score report will also be mailed to the 
student at the mailing address supplied by the student on the answer document. 
High school and district level reports are scheduled to arrive and/or be available 
online no later than July 29, 2021. The table below provides details on how and 
where to access high school and district level reports.   
 

Report Schedule Format/Location Delivery Date 
Profile Report and tables 
based on Profile Report – High 
School and District Level 

Online via Success.ACT.org 
  
In PDF form via PANext 

No later than 
July 29, 2021 

Individual Score Reports Printed report mailed to high 
school to be shared with 
families 

No later than 
July 29, 2021 

Student Level Data File – 
District 

Available in PANext 
 

No later than 
July 29, 2021 

 
Spring 2021 Testing Progress 
There were 11,115 students registered to take the ACT with Writing for the spring 
2021 administration. The table below indicates the number of answer documents 
received by ACT for the March 23rd and April 6th test dates. More than 100 high 
schools ordered testing materials for the April 20th test date, and 247 tests were 
ordered for the final test date, May 5, 2021. 
 

March 23 April 6 April 20 May 5 
7,112 4,003 100+  

schools ordered 
materials 

247  
tests ordered 

 
 

 
 

 

For more information or resources on this program, contact Marcy Fortner at 406-444-3511 or MFortner@mt.gov. 
 
ACT with Writing May 2021 Tasks  
Due This Month  

Due Date Complete 

 May 12, 2021 
Return test booklets, used answer documents, and test administration forms from the May 5 
standard time test date to ACT. Receipt deadline at ACT is May 12, 2021. Note: Late arriving 
answer documents will not be scored. 

 ASAP Return any secure materials that may not have been included in previous shipments to ACT 
from all testing opportunities during the 2020-2021 school year. 

 ASAP 
If your school administered the ACT with Writing in online mode, ensure all cached test 
content from all proctor caching computers has been purged. Review the ACT Technical 
Guide for Online Testing for instructions for purging content.  

We estimate this will take 30-60 minutes to complete this month. 
 

ACT with Writing

American
College
Testing

https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://success.act.org/s/
https://my.act.org/account/signin?location=https://my.act.org
https://my.act.org/account/signin?location=https://my.act.org
https://success.act.org/s/
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
mailto:MFortner@mt.gov
https://content.act.org/montana/r/uCTdCx8aWkd18wQoFDiGkg/rYAkdeTz%7EaCj7sfJvBtM1g
https://content.act.org/montana/r/uCTdCx8aWkd18wQoFDiGkg/rYAkdeTz%7EaCj7sfJvBtM1g
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ACT Timely Tasks  
Task Responsibility 

 Report Test Incidents 
and Medical Exemption 
Non-Participation 
Reasons 

Report any test incidents or instances of non-participation in the MontCAS Application.  Any 
instances where it was unsafe for the child to participate in the assessment due to COVID 
reasons should be reported to the OPI using the “Medical Exemption for COVID Reason” 
policy as defined within the MontCAS Policies and Procedures for Participation in State 
Assessments.  

 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 

 ACT Score Report 
Schedule 

This schedule details the types of score reports students, schools, and districts will receive; 
when to expect them; and how to access them.  

 ACT User Handbook for 
Educators 

This handbook explains the kinds of reports distributed to schools and districts and provides 
sample score reports. It includes a section on how educators can use the date gleaned from 
the aggregate and individual student score reports. 

 ACT Online Reporting 
Training A recorded webinar giving an overview of Online Reporting. 

 Using Your ACT Results A resource to share with students to help them understand how to read their score reports 
and steps for reporting ACT scores to colleges. 

 Understanding Your 
Scores 

This website has resources for students to learn more about how to read and use 
information in the ACT Student Report. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
 E-mail  Phone  Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Assessment Testing Pages 
Assessment Help Desk 

 E-mail  Phone  Website 
 800-553-6244 PearsonAccess Next (PANext) 

Email Form 319-337-1270 State ACT Testing and District Testing 
 
 
 
MSAA News  
Alternate Assessment, ELA and Math 

 

This assessment opportunity is available to only Students with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities (SwSCD) in Grades 3–8 and 11 using the OPI’s 

published guidance for test administration and test security. 
Portal Link: MSAA System 

 

Testing Window Closes Friday, May 14 
The OPI leveraged all feasible assessment flexibilities to include medical 
exemptions related to the effects of COVID-19. If student[s] within the district 
qualify for the COVID-19 Medical Exemption [pp. 11-15] plan on submitting 
the requests for the exemptions in the MontCAS Application after May 14. 
Otherwise, districts should plan on providing students the opportunity to 
participate in state alternate assessments 
 
Students not Populating in the MSAA Portal 
The OPI updates the MSAA portal once a week [Friday] during the testing 
window and all student data information is pulled directly from AIM. DO NOT 
add students locally. The OPI uploading students into the MSAA portal 
ensures that all students are correctly placed in the assessments they are 
eligible for per reporting purposes. If a student who qualifies for an alternate 
assessment is not designated as being eligible for alternate assessments in 
AIM, they need to be identified as such in the schools’ Student Information 
System (SIS) (e.g., Infinite Campus, PowerSchool). If the local student data 
input person is not sure how to properly identify a student as qualifying for an 
alternate assessment, they may contact Kristie Sears at 406-444-0685 in the 

MSAA
Multi
State 
Alternate
Assessment

https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
https://content.act.org/montana/r/jusld1Lr3ul2TIG0Y1Jbiw/root
https://content.act.org/montana/r/jusld1Lr3ul2TIG0Y1Jbiw/root
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-UserHandbook.pdf
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-UserHandbook.pdf
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2F&eventid=2347855&sessionid=1&key=F20F3927B6B9B47A187E5C0816DDC30F&regTag=&V2=false&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2F&eventid=2347855&sessionid=1&key=F20F3927B6B9B47A187E5C0816DDC30F&regTag=&V2=false&sourcepage=register
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Using-Your-ACT-Results-19-20.pdf
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/understanding-your-scores.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/understanding-your-scores.html
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/questions-about-your-act-scores.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/montana.html
https://www.msaaassessment.org/user?destination=tap-dashboard
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx


 

May 2021 
Assessment Bulletin Page 11 

 

OPI Student Support Services Unit. Any changes made in the district SIS will 
be reflected in the MSAA portal per the weekly Friday upload process.  
*Note the most common reason a student is not in the portal is because an 
IEP is unlocked at the local level. Check to ensure the IEP is locked. 
 
Score Reports 
MSAA score reports will become available for downloading in the MSAA 
System August 2nd thru September 24. Districts are responsible for 
downloading the Individual Score Reports (ISR’s) and sending any 
summative score reports home to parents/families alongside the Parent 
Letter.  
 
Spring 2021 Testing Progress 
As of April 30, 2021, over half of Montana’s alternate students have started. 
The window for MSAA closes on Friday, May 14, 2021. 

 
 

For more information or resources on this program, contact Duane Schlabach at 406-444-0748 or 
Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov. 

 
MSAA May 2021 Tasks  
 

Due This Month 
Due Date Complete 

 Prior to Testing 

System Test Coordinators (STCs) access accounts and create user accounts for 
their district. All STC’s received an email on February 22, notifying them of having 
an account created in the MSAA system. STC’s must access the account and 
create any additional district users. Next steps include: 

• Completing Training Modules, 
• Conducting a student portal check, and  
• Setting Student test settings. 

 
MSAA Timely Tasks 

Task Responsibility 

 Maintain Student Records 

Student demographic data is pulled from AIM and uploaded into the MSAA portal on a 
weekly basis [Friday] throughout the testing window. If a student is missing from the MSAA 
portal or needs to be removed, change their designation as qualifying for an alternate 
assessment in the local student information system [e.g., Infinite Campus, PowerSchool] at 
the district level. Resources: AIM Website 

 Report Test Incidents and 
Medical Exemption Non-
Participation Reasons 

Report any test incidents or instances of non-participation in the MontCAS Application.  
Any instances where it was unsafe for the child to participate in the assessment due to 
COVID reasons should be reported to the OPI using the “Medical Exemption for COVID 
Reason” policy as defined within the MontCAS Policies and Procedures for Participation in 
State Assessments.  

https://www.msaaassessment.org/tap-dashboard
https://www.msaaassessment.org/tap-dashboard
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Parent-Corner
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Parent-Corner
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/AIM-Achievement-in-Montana
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
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Resources and Supports 
Resource Support with… 

 OPI Special Education 
COVID-19 resource 

The OPI webpage offering resources and support for districts to ensure that ALL student 
needs are met. 

 MSAA System Portal This is the portal where the Training Manuals, student information, user accounts, and 
testing are located. 

 MSAA Parent Brochure The resources are designed for parents with Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities 
(SwSCD) to provide some insight as to what students are able to do. 

 Instructional Supports MSAA Instructional Supports and Resources are available on the MSAA consortia site. 
This information should be shared with teachers. 

 Formative Resources Sample items accompanied with comprehensive Teacher Guides are now available on the 
MSAA System website, which are designed as formative teaching resources for educators. 

 MSAA Consortia Site This new website designed by the MSAA consortia member-states offers guidance and 
resources for educators. 

 TIES Center The TIES Center is the national technical assistance center on inclusive practices and 
policies with resources on teaching during the novel coronavirus. 

 Schedule of Events All required tasks and their due dates are presented in this document. 

 
Five Things You Must 
Know About MSAA for 
2020-2021  

Review the ASSIST Conference recording for the top five things to know about MSAA this 
spring.  

 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
 E-mail  Phone  Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Assessment Testing Pages 
Assessment Help Desk 

 E-mail  Phone  Website 
MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org  866-834-8879 MSAA System 

 
 
 
MSA News 
Science  

 
 

 

This assessment opportunity is available to all students in Grades 5 and 8 
(unless the child is eligible for the alternate) using the OPI’s published 

guidance for test administration and test security. 
Portal Links: Montana Testing Portal 

 

Testing Window Closes on Friday, May 28 
With the 2-week extension this spring, the Montana Science Assessment 
(MSA) assessment window will close on Friday, May 28, 2021. 
 
The 2021 MSA is a field test. This means that data from all items will be 
evaluated by our internal team, our test vendor, and a team of Montana 
educators. This evaluation will be focused on determining whether the item is 
valid for inclusion on future operational administrations of the MSA. The OPI 
is working with our test vendor to determine the level of data that will be 
provided back to schools and districts after that analysis is complete.   
 
Our focus is to provide schools and districts with data from this field test 
administration of the MSA to inform conversations about professional 
development, curriculum development and selection, and potential shifts or 
increases to content and/or rigor represented by this assessment. 

MSA
Montana
Science
Assessment

http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Special-Education/COVID-19-Special-Education-Information#93815612-resources---updated-8242020
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Special-Education/COVID-19-Special-Education-Information#93815612-resources---updated-8242020
https://www.msaaassessment.org/tap-dashboard
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/MSAA%20Page/MSAA%20Parent%20Brochure%202020.pdf?ver=2020-09-08-081407-523
https://www.msaastates.com/core-content-connectors.html
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/MSAA%20Page/MSAA_SampleItmTchGdes.pdf?ver=2021-02-12-075745-403
https://www.msaastates.com/
https://tiescenter.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qJywijyQFY503qAJokVm_P7n3q-qH144/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/assist-conference-2021/ASSIST2021_keynote_strands/strand-1/day-2-strand-1-session-1?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/assist-conference-2021/ASSIST2021_keynote_strands/strand-1/day-2-strand-1-session-1?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/assist-conference-2021/ASSIST2021_keynote_strands/strand-1/day-2-strand-1-session-1?authuser=0
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
mailto:MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org
https://www.msaaassessment.org/tap-dashboard
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
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Spring 2021 Testing Progress 
As of May 11, 2021, 75% of Montana Science Assessment tests have been completed.  The test window for the MSA 
ends on May 28th.  
 

Across all science assessments, nearly half of all districts have reached a 95% participation rate, with nearly 75% of 
districts above 70% for participation. As of May 11th, 11% of districts have not had any students complete a summative 
science assessment in the spring of 2021. 

 

  
 

For more information or resources on this program, contact Chris Noel at 406-444-5899 or Chris.Noel@mt.gov. 
 
MSA May 2021 Tasks  
Due This Month 

Due Date Complete 

 Prior to Testing 

Verify Proctor Training & Certification: Make sure your Test Administrators are trained and 
certified to proctor assessments and have the correct user roles to perform the functions 
assigned to them. System Test Coordinators may verify certification and agreements: login 
to the Montana Testing Portal - TIDE select Users > View/Edit/Export Users > Select the 
Role (e.g., TE) > Search > View. If either the “Completed TA Cert. Course” flag or the “Test 
Security Agreement” flag are marked “N”, share these steps with your staff (i.e., Steps to 
Become Certified to Proctor Test). 
 
The Test Security Agreements are located in the Montana Testing Portal and need to be 
signed before administering any assessment. To complete this task, the TSA is located in 
the TIDE under the “General Resources” tab. 

 Montana Testing Portal 
Practice Test Site 

Note that this practice test is designed to showcase interaction types and 3-D science 
assessment design. It does not reflect the general structure of the MSA. Pay special 
attention to interactions such as investigations and graphing activities, as students may 
require repeated practice with these. 

 
MSA Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 Maintain Student Records 

Ensure that all newly enrolled students are updated, or transfer students are end-dated. 
Student demographic data is pulled from AIM and uploaded into TIDE on a nightly basis 
throughout the testing window. If data is inaccurate in TIDE, changes are likely required in 
the local student information system to sync to the state AIM/Infinite Campus. Resources: 
AIM Website 

 Interim Window 

The science interim testing window closes on May 28. Science Interims can be used to 
establish students’ baseline skills and knowledge with respect to the Montana Science 
Standards.  
• Students are eligible for the interims in their current grade band (elementary, middle, 

or high school).  

2%

75%

23%

FY21 Science
Summative Preliminary Test 

Participation

Incomplete
Assessments
Complete
Assessments
Not Yet Started

*Updated 5/11/2021

95% and 
above
44%

70% - 94%
30%

30% - 69%
13%

1% - 29%
2%

Not Started
11%

Percent of ALL Science Tests 
Complete By District

mailto:Chris.Noel@mt.gov
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/CertifyProctor_Brochure_20-21.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/CertifyProctor_Brochure_20-21.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/CertifyProctor_Brochure_20-21.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/AIM-Achievement-in-Montana
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/montana-science-assessment/


 

May 2021 
Assessment Bulletin Page 14 

 

Select one Performance Expectation per discipline and administer them across several 
weeks to plan instruction. 

Task Responsibility 

 
Report Test Incidents and 
Medical Exemption Non-
Participation Reasons 

Report any test incidents or instances of non-participation in the MontCAS Application.  
Any instances where it was unsafe for the child to participate in the assessment due to 
COVID reasons should be reported to the OPI using the “Medical Exemption for COVID 
Reason” policy as defined within the MontCAS Policies and Procedures for Participation in 
State Assessments.  

 
Download and Review 
TAMs 

Download and review the Test Administration Manual for your assessment. Become 
familiar with the administration steps ahead of testing day so you are comfortable with the 
process and flow of the test. It is highly recommended you have a copy of this available 
during testing to ensure you are accurately and securely walking students through the test 
experience, click here for all Test Administration resources. 

Depending on the number of schools and students, we estimate this will take 60–100 minutes to complete this month. 
 
Resources and Supports  

Resource Support with… 
2 OPI Science Content 

Standards and Instruction 
Model curriculum guides, professional development opportunities, and science resources. 

2 Key Documents All administration manuals and user guides can be found in the Key Documents section in 
the bottom left hand corner of this page. 

 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
 E-mail  Phone  Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Assessment Testing Pages 
Assessment Help Desk 

 E-mail  Phone  Website 
mthelpdesk@cambiumassessment.com 877-365-7915 Montana Testing Portal 

 
 
 
AMSA News  
Alternate Assessment: Science 

 
 

This assessment opportunity is available to only students with significant 
cognitive disabilities in Grades 5, 8, and 11 using the OPI’s published 

guidance for test administration and test security. 
Portal Links: Montana Testing Portal 

 
Testing Window Closes on Friday, May 28 
With the 2-week extension this spring, the Alternate Montana Science 
Assessment (AMSA) assessment window will close on Friday, May 28, 2021.  
Many individuals have reached out to ask questions about the AMSA. Here 
are some of the most common: 
 
Q: What is the difference between the AMSA and the Fixed Form AMSA? 
A: The fixed form presents the same items in the same order for all students 
and is designed to allow for printing. All students with an accommodation that 
requires printing should be using the Fixed Form AMSA.   
 
Q: How do I “end” the test? 
A: The AMSA defaults to full screen mode. When testing is complete it is 
necessary to exit full screen mode to stop the test.   
 
Q: Does the early stopping rule work the same way for the AMSA as it 
does for the MSAA? 
A: The early stopping rule generally functions the same way on both tests, 
but due to the difference in delivery software the mechanics are a bit different.  
On the AMSA the test administrator is able to use the context drop down 
menu to indicate that the student did not give a response. Once the required 

AMSA
Alternate
Montana
Science
Assessment

https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/test-administration/
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/K-12-Content-Standards-Revision/Science-Standards
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/K-12-Content-Standards-Revision/Science-Standards
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/users/montana-science-assessment
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
mailto:mthelpdesk@cambiumassessment.com
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
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number of items have been given without a response the test will prompt the 
test administrator with the steps necessary to enact the early stopping rule 
and end the assessment. 

 
Spring 2021 Testing Progress 
As of May 11, 2021, almost half of alternate students have completed the Alternate Montana Science Assessment. 
 
Across all science assessments, nearly half of all districts have reached a 95% participation rate, with nearly 75% of 
districts above 70% for participation. As of May 11th, 11% of districts have not had any students complete a summative 
science assessment in the spring of 2021. 

 
 

For more information or resources on this program, contact Chris Noel at 406-444-5899 or Chris Noel@mt.gov. 
 
 

AMSA May 2021 Tasks  
Due This Month 

Due Date Complete 

 March 15, 2021 
Set up student test settings in TIDE for students. For an overview and practical How-To 
steps see the recorded February webinar, Student Accessibility & Accommodations 
recording. For IEP support contact Yvonne Field at the OPI Student Support Services 
Division. 

 March 15, 2021 

Ensure the IEP and/or 504 Plan for students are updated in the AIM/Infinite Campus 
system. Check to be sure alternate student records have the alternate flag checked and 
locked. View the MontCAS Monthly Focused Webinar: Meaningful Participation and Student 
Supports to learn more about verifying and setting up student test settings for each 
assessment. Verify all student information and test settings are correct in Montana Testing 
Portal - TIDE. All test settings must be enabled in TIDE prior to a student entering the test in 
order for them to be available. Some test settings cannot be edited by a user with a TA-level 
role. You must have a School/District Coordinator role to edit test settings in TIDE. Click 
here to access the TIDE User Guide. *NOTE* All accommodations require an IDEA/IEP or 
Section 504 plan. This flag must be set for a student before an accommodation can be 
updated in TIDE. Click here for Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines. 

 

AMSA Timely Tasks  
Task Responsibility 

 

Maintain Student Records 

Ensure that all newly enrolled students are updated, or transfer students are end-dated, in 
AIM/Infinite Campus at the district level. This is the data used to upload into TIDE for 
interim and summative testing use.  
 
 
 
 

49%

5%

46%

FY21 Alternate Science
Summative Preliminary Test Participation

Complete

Incomplete

Not yet
Started *Updated 5/11/2021

95% and 
above
44%

70% - 94%
30%

30% - 69%
13%

1% - 29%
2%

Not 
Started

11%

Percent of ALL Science Tests 
Complete By District

mailto:Chris%20Noel@mt.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHQFD7Mwy3M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHQFD7Mwy3M&feature=youtu.be
mailto:YField@mt.gov
https://youtu.be/mHQFD7Mwy3M
https://youtu.be/mHQFD7Mwy3M
https://youtu.be/mHQFD7Mwy3M
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/TIDE_User_Guide_MT_2020-2021.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/TIDE_User_Guide_MT_2020-2021.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/TIDE_User_Guide_MT_2020-2021.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/2020-2021_MT_UAAG.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/2020-2021_MT_UAAG.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/AIM-Achievement-in-Montana
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Task Responsibility 
 Verify Proctor Training & 

Certification 
Make sure your Test Administrators are trained and certified to proctor assessments and 
have the correct user roles to perform the functions assigned to them. System Test 
Coordinators may verify certification and agreements: login to the Montana Testing Portal - 
TIDE select Users > View/Edit/Export Users > Select the Role (e.g., TE) > Search > View. 
If either the “Completed TA Cert. Course” flag or the “Test Security Agreement” flag are 
marked “N”, share these steps with your staff (i.e., Steps to Become Certified to Proctor 
Test). The Test Security Agreements are located in the Montana Testing Portal and need 
to be signed before administering any assessment. To complete this task, the TSA is 
located in the TIDE under the “General Resources” tab. 

 
Report Test Incidents and 
Medical Exemption Non-
Participation Reasons 

Report any test incidents or instances of non-participation in the MontCAS Application.  
Any instances where it was unsafe for the child to participate in the assessment due to 
COVID reasons should be reported to the OPI using the “Medical Exemption for COVID 
Reason” policy as defined within the MontCAS Policies and Procedures for Participation in 
State Assessments.  

 
Download and Review 
TAMs 

Download and review the Test Administration Manual for your assessment. Become 
familiar with the administration steps ahead of testing day so you are comfortable with the 
process and flow of the test. It is highly recommended you have a copy of this available 
during testing to ensure you are accurately and securely walking students through the test 
experience, click here for all Test Administration resources. 

Depending on the number of schools and students, we estimate this will take 60–100 minutes to complete this month. 
 

Resources and Supports  
Resource Support with… 

 OPI Science Content 
Standards and Instruction 

Model curriculum guides, professional development opportunities, and science resources. 

 Montana Testing Portal 
Practice Test Site 

Note that this practice test is designed to showcase interaction types and 3-D science 
assessment design. It does not reflect the general structure of the MSA. Pay special 
attention to interactions such as investigations and graphing activities, as students may 
require repeated practice with these. 

 Key Documents All administration manuals and user guides can be found in the Key Documents section in 
the bottom left hand corner of this page. 

 5 Things to Know about 
AMSA 

This conference session addressed key topics for WIDA, MSAA, and AMSA.  You can 
access the presentation materials and session recording on the conference session page 
linked here. 

 
For more information or resources on this program, contact Chris Noel at 406-444-5899 or Chris Noel@mt.gov. 

 

ACCESS for ELLs News 
English Language Proficiency Assessment 

 

This assessment opportunity was available to all students in Grades K–12 
who are indicated to take the assessment based on the results of the WIDA 

Screener (unless the child is eligible for the alternate) using the OPI’s 
published guidance for test administration and test security. 

Portal Links: Training and Online Resources 
Assessment Management System (AMS) 

 
Score Report Delivery 
WIDA has announced that ACCESS for ELLs score reports will be available 
online by May 24, 2021, and printed score reports should go out to districts by 
June 2, 2021. Please ensure that these reports are included in students’ files 
for the use of English Learner (EL) teams and teachers. 
 
Reporting Non-Participation 
Remember to report any test incidents or instances of non-participation in the 
MontCAS Application.  Any instances where it was unsafe for the child to 
participate in the ACCESS for ELLs assessment due to COVID reasons 
should be reported to the OPI using the “Medical Exemption for COVID 
Reason” policy as defined within the MontCAS Policies and Procedures for 
Participation in State Assessments. Please consult the MontCAS Policies and 
Procedures for Participation in State Assessments for general guidance and 

ACCESS for ELLs
English
Language
Learners

https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/CertifyProctor_Brochure_20-21.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/CertifyProctor_Brochure_20-21.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/CertifyProctor_Brochure_20-21.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://mt.tide.cambiumast.com/
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/test-administration/
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/K-12-Content-Standards-Revision/Science-Standards
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/K-12-Content-Standards-Revision/Science-Standards
https://mt.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml
https://mt.portal.cambiumast.com/users/montana-science-assessment
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/assist-conference-2021/ASSIST2021_keynote_strands/strand-1/day-2-strand-1-session-1?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/assist-conference-2021/ASSIST2021_keynote_strands/strand-1/day-2-strand-1-session-1?authuser=0
mailto:Chris%20Noel@mt.gov
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/DRCPORTAL
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
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more specific information about how to document and report COVID-related 
non-participation. These must be submitted by June 14 to ensure accurate 
validation of ACCESS for ELLs testing data. 
 
New Kindergarten Screener 
WIDA has released a new Kindergarten Screener that produces score reports 
similar to the WIDA Screener Online for grades 1-12. Training modules and 
materials are now available through the WIDA Secure Portal for your perusal. 
The K-WAPT screening tool will remain available, but the OPI encourages 
STCs and TAs to familiarize themselves with the new screener for the coming 
school year. Check out this article from WIDA to learn more. 

 
For more information or resources on this program, contact Jacob Barto at 406-444-4420 or Jacob.Barto@mt.gov 

 
WIDA May 2021 Tasks  
Due This Month 

Due Date Complete 

 Report late test material 
returns 

The testing window for ACCESS for ELLs closed on 2/26/2021. Ensure that all secure test 
materials have been returned to DRC. Late material returns will be reported as testing 
incidents in the MontCAS Application. 

 
ACCESS for ELLs Timely Tasks  

Task Responsibility 

 
Report Test Incidents and 
Medical Exemption Non-
Participation Reasons 

Report any test incidents or instances of non-participation in the MontCAS Application.  Any 
instances where it was unsafe for the child to participate in the assessment due to COVID 
reasons should be reported to the OPI using the “Medical Exemption for COVID Reason” 
policy as defined within the MontCAS Policies and Procedures for Participation in State 
Assessments.  

 
Administer Home Language 
Survey 

As students enroll, districts must administer the Home Language Survey. Read the 2020-
2021 English Learner Guidance for School Districts and EL Tool Guide for more information. 

 Screen Potential ELs 

Districts screen potential ELs within 14 days of enrollment using an approved WIDA 
screener. For schools or districts teaching remotely, check the Provisional EL Identification 
Procedure During Periods of Remote Learning. Newly identified students AND transfer 
students are marked correctly in AIM. AIM Data includes: (1) Home Primary Language (HPL), 
(2) Language of Impact (LOI), (3) EL identification (within 30 days), (4) Date identified as EL, 
(5) Date identified as proficient, and (6) 2 years of monitoring after exiting EL status. 

 
Place ELs and Notify 
Families 

EL identification: Parents of newly identified ELs receive an EL designation and placement 
letter within the first 30 days of enrollment. 

 View Score Reports 
View score reports on WIDA AMS by selecting Test Results from the Report Delivery menu 
to display the Test Results page. You can use the Administration, District, School, and 
Report drop down menus to filter the display. 

 Send Score Reports Home 
Schools districts are required to notify parents/guardians of assessment results in a timely 
manner. Send home ACCESS Score Reports accompanied by the OPI Sample Parent 
Letter. 

 
Provisional WIDA Remote 
Screener 

For districts and/or schools teaching remotely, follow the Provisional EL Identification 
Procedure During Periods of Remote Learning. Review all Test Administrator instructions on 
the WIDA Secure Portal, where you can also find webinar recordings to help guide you 
through administering the remote screener. 

 

Resources and Supports  
Resource Support with… 

 
2020-2021 English Learner 
Guidance for School 
Districts 

The guidance document describes the OPI’s policies and procedures required to serve EL 
students in the state of Montana. These requirements fall under the authority of both state 
and federal laws and regulations.  

 
COVID-19 State 
Standardized Testing 
Guidance 

This document should serve to guide educators with the latest information about how most 
safely and responsibly to administer assessments given the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 
ACCESS for ELLs 
Interpretive Guide for Score 
Reports 

This document is designed to help educators interpret ACCESS for ELLs score reports for 
communications with families and for their own instructional purposes. 
 
 

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kindergarten
https://portal.wida.us/client/screener/kindergarten/index.aspx
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/wida-screener-kindergarten-get-ready-use-it-find-out-whats-available-spring?utm_source=CR-WW032421&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-WIDA-Screener-Get-Ready-to-Use
mailto:Jacob.Barto@mt.gov
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Participation/MontCAS%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Participation%20in%20State%20Assessments.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2020-2021/APPENDIX%20A_MONTANA%20HOME%20LANGUAGE%20SURVEY.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/English%20Language%20Learners/Docs/EnglishLearnerGuidanceForSchoolDistricts.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/English%20Language%20Learners/Docs/EnglishLearnerGuidanceForSchoolDistricts.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/AIM/2%20AIM%20USER%20GUIDES/Program%20Participation/EL%20Tool%20Guide.pdf?ver=2019-03-07-130840-047
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2020-2021/Provisional_EL_ID_Guidance_2020-2021.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2020-2021/Provisional_EL_ID_Guidance_2020-2021.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/AIM/1%20AIM%20MAIN%20PAGE/AIMCollectionScheduleUpdated19-20A.pdf?ver=2019-12-18-145328-023
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2020-2021/APPENDIX%20G_EL%20PROGRAM%20PLACEMENT%20LETTER.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2020-2021/APPENDIX%20G_EL%20PROGRAM%20PLACEMENT%20LETTER.pdf
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/WIDA
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2019-20/ACCESS_Scores_Parent_Letter.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2019-20/ACCESS_Scores_Parent_Letter.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2020-2021/Provisional_EL_ID_Guidance_2020-2021.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2020-2021/Provisional_EL_ID_Guidance_2020-2021.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/English%20Language%20Learners/Docs/ELPGuidanceForSchoolDistricts.pdf?ver=2020-08-13-085626-583
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/English%20Language%20Learners/Docs/ELPGuidanceForSchoolDistricts.pdf?ver=2020-08-13-085626-583
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/English%20Language%20Learners/Docs/ELPGuidanceForSchoolDistricts.pdf?ver=2020-08-13-085626-583
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1juP9v5wv_n6bxDjPhNwmcEqplWVdGcUMpL6f9bEyIKU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1juP9v5wv_n6bxDjPhNwmcEqplWVdGcUMpL6f9bEyIKU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1juP9v5wv_n6bxDjPhNwmcEqplWVdGcUMpL6f9bEyIKU/edit?usp=sharing
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wida.wisc.edu/resources/access-ells-interpretive-guide-score-reports?utm_source=CR-WW030321&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-ACCESS-for-ELLs-Interpretive-Guide__;!!GaaboA!6f860x1bIr4nZl2OZm-QBSETI-kZdj43X30jhCPN8iNKtiwPNXYJCIJCqoC8m-nHxA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wida.wisc.edu/resources/access-ells-interpretive-guide-score-reports?utm_source=CR-WW030321&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-ACCESS-for-ELLs-Interpretive-Guide__;!!GaaboA!6f860x1bIr4nZl2OZm-QBSETI-kZdj43X30jhCPN8iNKtiwPNXYJCIJCqoC8m-nHxA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wida.wisc.edu/resources/access-ells-interpretive-guide-score-reports?utm_source=CR-WW030321&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-ACCESS-for-ELLs-Interpretive-Guide__;!!GaaboA!6f860x1bIr4nZl2OZm-QBSETI-kZdj43X30jhCPN8iNKtiwPNXYJCIJCqoC8m-nHxA$
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Resource Support with… 

 
Alternate ACCESS 
Interpretive Guide for Score 
Reports 

This document is designed to help educators interpret Alternate ACCESS for ELLs score 
reports for communications with families and for their own instructional purposes. 

 Provisional English Learner 
Identification Procedure 

This remote-learning guidance document provides a means of provisionally identifying ELs in 
times of extended school closures where remote-learning plans have been school districts 
are providing a continuity of educational services online and face-to-face screening is not 
possible.  

 Remote WIDA Screener This flyer provides guidance and instruction for administering the remote WIDA Screener, 
which can be found in the WIDA Secure Portal. 

 WIDA Micro-Offerings Three 30-minute mini-PD courses available to the public to help teachers support multilingual 
students during remote learning. 

 WIDA Support for Distance 
Teaching and Learning 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and distance learning plans at many schools, WIDA 
has compiled resources for EL teachers providing remote instruction to support them and 
their multilingual students. 

 WIDA Educator Exchange 
(Open Facebook Group) 

This group allows EL educators from around the world to share their ideas and ask questions 
about EL teaching and assessment. It’s especially helpful during times of remote learning 
and/or social distancing. 

 WIDA Secure Portal 
Access the WIDA Secure Portal for training and remote screener test materials. Check out 
the Download Library for test administrator manuals, webinar recordings, and other helpful 
documents. 

 WIDA AMS Site The WIDA AMS site serves as the test administration site. 
 
 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
 E-mail  Phone  Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Assessment Testing Pages 
Assessment Help Desk 

* E-mail  Phone  Website 
help@wida.us 866-876-7735 WIDA Training & Resources 

WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com 855-787-9615 WIDA Assessment Management Site 

 
NAEP News 
National and International Assessment Studies 

  

This assessment is administered to ONLY selected schools and students in 
mathematics and reading at Grades 4 and 8 (unless the child is eligible for 

the alternate). 
 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is a 
congressionally mandated program administered by the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES) within the Department. The National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) oversees and sets policy for NAEP. 
The 2022 NAEP program will include digitally based assessments, 
administered on sanitized tablets, in mathematics and reading at grades 4 
and 8 and civics and U.S. history at grade 8 only.   
 
These assessments will be administered between January 24 and March 4, 
2022. The 2022 program will also include paper-based assessments in 
mathematics and reading for 17-year-olds, administered between March 21 
and May 27 as part of NAEP’s long-term trend assessment. Each student will 
only be assessed in one subject. NAEP representatives will bring all 
necessary materials and equipment to schools. Schools will not need to 
provide internet access.   
 
The NAEP 2022 state assessments will be administered to representative 
samples of public school students in grades 4 and 8. The NAEP contractor 
responsible for sampling and data collection will draw the sample from the 

NAEP
National
Assessment of
Educational
Progress 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wida.wisc.edu/resources/alternate-access-ells-interpretive-guide-score-reports?utm_source=CR-WW030321&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-Alternate-ACCESS-for-ELLs-Interpretive-Guide__;!!GaaboA!6f860x1bIr4nZl2OZm-QBSETI-kZdj43X30jhCPN8iNKtiwPNXYJCIJCqoDvLJ2dRA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wida.wisc.edu/resources/alternate-access-ells-interpretive-guide-score-reports?utm_source=CR-WW030321&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-Alternate-ACCESS-for-ELLs-Interpretive-Guide__;!!GaaboA!6f860x1bIr4nZl2OZm-QBSETI-kZdj43X30jhCPN8iNKtiwPNXYJCIJCqoDvLJ2dRA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wida.wisc.edu/resources/alternate-access-ells-interpretive-guide-score-reports?utm_source=CR-WW030321&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-Alternate-ACCESS-for-ELLs-Interpretive-Guide__;!!GaaboA!6f860x1bIr4nZl2OZm-QBSETI-kZdj43X30jhCPN8iNKtiwPNXYJCIJCqoDvLJ2dRA$
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/Guidce_ServingELs.pdf?ver=2020-04-03-131233-383
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/Guidce_ServingELs.pdf?ver=2020-04-03-131233-383
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/2020-2021/WIDA%20Remote%20Screener%20Grades%202-12%20Flyer.pdf
https://grow.wida.us/courses/270
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/distance-teaching-learning
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/distance-teaching-learning
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WIDAEducators/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WIDAEducators/
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/DRCPORTAL
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
mailto:help@wida.us
https://wida.wisc.edu/
mailto:WIDA@DataRecognitionCorp.com
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://www.nagb.gov/about-naep/what-is-naep.html
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://www.nagb.gov/governing-board/overview.html
https://www.nagb.gov/governing-board/overview.html
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Common Core of Data (CCD). The NAEP State Coordinator ensures the list 
of schools is current.   
 
In August, we intend to notify the Superintendents and Principals of their 
2022 NAEP-sampled schools and provide them with a historical record of 
their school participation dating back to 2002. To learn more about state 
NAEP sampling, visit the State Assessment Sample Design FAQ 
[nces.ed.gov]. For more information on OPI’s communication timeline with 
districts and schools, you can visit the 2022 Electronic Communication 
History [sites.google.com]. 

 
For more information or resources on this program, please contact Shantel Niederstadt at 406-444-3450 or 

SNiederstadt@mt.gov. 
 
Questions? Contact 

Office of Public Instruction Staff 
 E-mail  Phone  Website 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 844-867-2569 OPI Assessment Testing Pages 
 

Assessment Help Desk 
 E-mail  Phone  Website 

naephelp@westat.com (800) 283-6237 Nation’s Report Card 

 
 
Educator Opportunities  

MontCAS Monthly Webinar Series 
 

 

OPI Assessment Monthly Webinar 
The OPI Assessment Unit will be hosting a monthly webinar focused on timely 
content each month. Visit the MontCAS Monthly Webinar Schedule for dates, 
times, and content. Webinars will be scheduled for one hour, will include an 
opportunity to ask questions, and will be recorded for future viewing. 
 
The May webinar, “Meaningful Score Reports – Smarter Balanced Online 
Reporting System”, is scheduled for Wednesday, May 12 from 3:30 PM–4:30 
PM. 

See the flyer for more information about what to expect at this webinar. 
 
Register for the Zoom Meeting to receive information about joining. 
 

 

STC Open Forum Webinar Series 
In addition to the monthly focused webinar, the Assessment Unit will be hosting 
a monthly, half-hour session for questions and comments from the STC 
community. The series, STC Open Forum, will be open only to confirmed STCs. 
It will provide an opportunity for STCs to ask questions of the OPI Assessment 
Unit and other STCs across the state and to share tips and tricks for managing 
the Montana state assessments. View the STC Open Forum Webinar Schedule 
for dates and times. Confirmed STCs will receive an invitation to the webinar 
each month. 
 

 

2021 ASSIST Conference 
The ASSIST Conference 2021 was held virtually on January 28 and January 29, 
2021. Over 360 people attended at least one session during the two-day 
conference. The conference sessions were recorded and are posted on the 
2021 ASSIST Conference Site. 
 

 

Webinars and Educator Resources 

https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/samplesfaq.aspx*how_selected__;Iw!!GaaboA!_8IYUC2gfsZoC5Rlf2K_7TBB1rA-qxS-jmG-GU2F6OVdcPbdPFxyUdGyF_swnagKhw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/samplesfaq.aspx*how_selected__;Iw!!GaaboA!_8IYUC2gfsZoC5Rlf2K_7TBB1rA-qxS-jmG-GU2F6OVdcPbdPFxyUdGyF_swnagKhw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montananaep/sub3/2019-electronic-communication-history/2022-electronic-communication-history?pageMoved=2022*20Electronic*20Communication*20History__;JSUl!!GaaboA!_8IYUC2gfsZoC5Rlf2K_7TBB1rA-qxS-jmG-GU2F6OVdcPbdPFxyUdGyF_uHHqtp4Q$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/montananaep/sub3/2019-electronic-communication-history/2022-electronic-communication-history?pageMoved=2022*20Electronic*20Communication*20History__;JSUl!!GaaboA!_8IYUC2gfsZoC5Rlf2K_7TBB1rA-qxS-jmG-GU2F6OVdcPbdPFxyUdGyF_uHHqtp4Q$
mailto:SNiederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
mailto:naephelp@westat.com
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Newsletters%20Page/2020-2021%20School%20Year/MonthlyWebinarPlan_FY2021.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Webinars%20Training%20Page/2020-2021/May_21_Focused%20Webinar%20Flyer_Draft.pdf
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUtcO6sqD8qHN2c0hWAiZMx1TJUgvGV2ywH
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/stccorner/home/training-and-events/montcas-monthly-webinar/open-forum
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Conference%20Page/2021%20Conference/Theme%20and%20Criteria.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/OPI-Data-and-Assessment-Conference
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Looking Ahead to Next School Year 
Assessment Focused Webinar 
 
During the 2021-2022 school year, the OPI Assessment Team will offer a Monthly Focused Webinar for 1-hour on 
Wednesdays. The focused webinar is designed to support educational practitioners such as district and school-level 
personnel involved in local assessment and local data-driven decision-making actions and/or continuous improvement 
processes. These 1-hour sessions are designed for educational practitioners to learn more about balanced 
assessments systems and strategies for implementing high-quality local assessment/data literacy practices including 
creating local systems around data-driven decision-making. A total of 11 webinars will be offered from August 2021 to 
June 2022 as published in the FY2022 Monthly Focused Webinar Plan [or Google Calendar]. Attendees are eligible for 
1-hour of renewal. 
 
STC Open Forum 
 
During the 2021-2022 school year, the OPI Assessment Team will offer a STC Open Forum for System Test 
Coordinators (STCs) who are confirmed through the annual designation by Authorized Representatives in the TEAMS 
Collection. These half-hour sessions are scheduled the first week of every month on Mondays. This open forum series 
is in addition to the monthly focused webinar that the Assessment Team hosts. These monthly webinars are intended to 
provide the opportunity for STCs to connect with peers, ask questions, and discuss more deeply any OPI updates, or 
testing announcements. A total of 10 webinars will be offered from August 2021 to June 2022 as published in the 
FY2022 STC Open Forum [or Google Calendar]. This time is designed to bring questions and tips for the OPI 
Assessment Team and fellow STCs.  
 

 

Assessment Unit  Ashley McGrath Marcy Fortner 
Teaching and Learning Department  State Assessment Director Assessment Specialist 
Phone: 844-867-2569 
 
Email: 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov    
 
State Testing General Sites: 
OPI Statewide Testing Website 
STC Corner Site  

amcgrath@mt.gov   
 

mfortner@mt.gov 
 

   
Duane Schlabach Chris Noel Jacob Barto 
Assessment Specialist Assessment Specialist EL Assessment Specialist 
Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov Chris.Noel@mt.gov 

 
Jacob.Barto@mt.gov  
 

Shantel Niederstadt Additional Contacts 
NAEP State Coordinator Tools for Teachers State Leads Accessibility Support Specialists 
sniederstadt@mt.gov 
 
  

 
Duane Schlabach  
Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov  
 
Marisa Graybill  
Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov  
 
Stephanie Swigart 
Stephanie.Swigart@mt.gov  

 
Paula Schultz  
Smarter Balanced Accommodations 
pschultz2@mt.gov  
 
Yvonne Field  
Assessment & Accountability 
Specialist 
YField@mt.gov 
 
Evelyn Paz 
EL/ML Instructional Specialist 
Evelyn.Paz@mt.gov 

 
  

Contact Information 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Webinars%20Training%20Page/2021-2022/FY2022%20Monthly%20Focused%20Webinar%20Plan.pdf?ver=2021-05-10-131459-927
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y19vNzhxdWRtNzRpM2lkdXQydGdkYThrZDdwb0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Webinars%20Training%20Page/2021-2022/FY2022%20STC%20Open%20Forum.pdf?ver=2021-05-10-131602-303
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y19kY3M1OW1wbWViMXAwNGo2ODQxZG5hMXVkZ0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
https://sites.google.com/a/opiconnect.org/stccorner/home
mailto:amcgrath@mt.gov
mailto:mfortner@mt.gov
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:Chris.Noel@mt.gov
mailto:Jacob.Barto@mt.gov
mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov
mailto:Stephanie.Swigart@mt.gov
mailto:pschultz2@mt.gov
mailto:YField@mt.gov
mailto:Evelyn.Paz@mt.gov
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Accommodation statement for publications 
The OPI is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to people with disabilities. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation, require an alternate format, or have questions concerning accessibility, contact the OPI ADA 
Coordinator, 406-444-3161, opiada@mt.gov, or call 711 for assistance. 

 
Nondiscrimination statement 

The Office of Public Instruction does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, marital 
status, religion, creed, pregnancy, childbirth, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, political beliefs, 
genetic information, military service or veteran’s status, culture, social origin or condition, ancestry, or age in its 
programs and activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination 
policies:  
 
Human Resource Manager 
406-444-2673 
OPIpersonnel@mt.gov 

 
For further information on notice of nondiscrimination, call 1-800-421-3481 or visit 
http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm for the address and phone number of the Office of Civil Rights 
(OCR) that serves your area. 

mailto:opiada@mt.gov
mailto:OPIpersonnel@mt.gov
http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm
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